
Issue 1. 28 November 2020 VN Transcript part 1.docx Page 1 of 1

Transcripts of Sonya Teale’s interview with Mrs Vera Newland,
23rd October 2007.

Part 1

This is part 1 of the recording of Mrs Newland made on the 23rd of October 2007 by Sonya Teale.
Words in italics are those of the interviewer.

My name is Vera Newland and I live in Durrants Road, Rowlands Castle and my age is 91. I was born
April the 28th 1916 and have lived in Rowlands most of my life and I was born over at was East
Durrants then but is now known as Whichers Gate Road and mother was also born there and my
granny Carpenter lived next door to us. I had six brothers and three sisters. They're all brothers are
gone now but I have two sisters remaining and we used to always play on the common which was a
little field next to her house which was given to us by Sir George and Lady Fitzwygram for the
children to play on and so we played there my mother played there and her brothers and sisters and
we all played there and had like at each festivals on we always held them out there like bonfire
night, Jubilee night all the things that were for children were held in on the common at this end of
the village because otherwise we had to go right over the village to the rec which was quite a long
way for all of us children to go.

My name before I was married was Brown which was very well known and oh dear. That’s fine. I just
say that she was born over at East Meon and moved to, yes this is your grandmother, yeah grandma,
granny, yeah yeah yeah. Her name was surname Spencer before she was married, Yes carry on.

Granny, my granny Carpenter she moved from East Meon where she was born to Wellsworth Lane
where she was a midwife and brought good few children into the world that after that she moved
down to Whichers Gate Road to where my mother lived and she was a great help to mother with all
the children and she had I think eight or nine children herself maybe more but as far as I know I
should eight or nine and everybody that was in trouble always came for granny because she was so
marvellous

and when we were children and come out of school which was Saint John’s Redhill School where
mum went in all us children went and my own daughter went and my grandchildren has been there
and now of course it is a new school up here so we have all been there and it was a great thing to
run home and go and get a piece of granny's cake except for when it was seedy cake and we didn't
like her bit so we didn't have any then. Anyhow we had quite a lot of relations about and one of the
Carpenter’s which was mum's cousin had a pub on the common called the Royal Oak and when I was
a little girl of three I used to go down there. They had five daughters and they used to come and pick
me up and take me down there and put me on the bar and I'd sing and then a sailor would give me a
penny for singing. What did you sing.  It was it was lovely I could remember that in the song was A-
be, A-be, A-be my boy, What are you waiting for now. and but then when the pub closed, he
moved up a bit further up the road and ran a wood what you’d call a wood business. He had two
great Shire horses and it


