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Transcripts of Sonya Teale’s interview with Mrs Vera Newland,
23rd October 2007.

Part 2

This is part 2 of the recording of Mrs Newland made on the 23rd of October 2007 by Sonya Teale.
Words in italics are those of the interviewer.

We went down a long drive to it and we were allowed to go in and see the horses as long as we
didn't make a noise and frighten them. At every Monday I had to go up the road and get what you
call a bunt of wood for mum to put up the copper to boil up the water for the washing and it was
tuppence for a big bundle of wood and sometimes we had to have two because as you may imagine
there was a lot of washing to do and she was at the wash tub from early morning till about 4:00
o'clock in the afternoon cos there was no, no washing machines or anything like that there was
always put in the copper and put into a rinsing bath and then put into another bath with blue in it so
it all come out beautiful and white and it took ages to dry because you couldn't get it all on the line
but she used a hedge but it was fairly low and put all the washing on there and it was really we were
always kept beautifully clean

We had plenty of fresh food because my dad had an allotment and he also had another allotment
just next door but one which belonged to a little bungalow and they never used it so he had it as an
allotment and grew all their own vegetables and then when it was time for potatoes to be dug up for
you to have to come home from school and go down the allotments pick all the potatoes up, put the
little ones in a pile to boil for the pigs and then the others were all put in a sack for him to collect and
bring home, so we were always well fed well shod

and of course dad worked over the brick yard which was the great big industrial scene for Rowlands
Castle he, he was what you call a burner which big kiln and you went up the big gantry to it and he
fed all the little fires which were burning the bricks and I also had a uncle there who made the tiles.
What was it like. yes and when I used to take his dinner over for him they used to show me all round
how they were making them and how they cut the bricks and then when the kiln had finished baking
the bricks they let it cool off and then open it up and then get all the bricks out, stack of all up and it
was really it was a really great thing to go and see because it was so interesting but unfortunately all
that is closed down but after that I think dad worked for a while for Winnicotts on the building so
until he retired. Okay what else have I got.

When we went to the school once a year we had a tea fight down at Lady Fitzwygram’s. We used to
walk down the drive, all had to take our own mugs half of whom got broken on the way down but
they dropped them and then we did races down there and if you won a race you got a penny you
could choose a bag of sweets or a penny the lot of us chose sweets could we still have some of those
and then we had a bun when we came home and scramble for sweets which was thrown it onto the
law and I think we got as much dirt in with the sweets as we did anything went more dirt than that
and we always saved half of her bun to take home to mum, we ate half and saved half to take home
to mum and then then at Christmas time she'd come up we had to go so many weeks at school with
out staying away and for every clear week you went she gave you a penny but sad to say I didn't get
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very many pennies because I was usually at home helping mum with the chores and the children but
and then to when also as I grew up I was a dinner lady up there for 25 years I did quite a few years in
the old school and then of course we had a moved into the new school and I instead of being a
dinner lady I was a supervisor


